
SportS in FocuS
Jesus—the Word, the Messiah, the Son of God
John 1:1-18

ready
• What are some of the most common opinions or ideas people have about the identity of Jesus? 
• How do you think most of your team would respond to this question? Why?

Set
Context of John 1:1-18
This passage is loaded with deep theological truths about “Jesus Christ, Son of God.” Besides introducing many of the major themes 
in the Book of John, it also features six basic truths about Christ, the Son of God.

Keys to Text
There are several terms that are keys to understanding this passage. Incarnation: A theological term for the coming of God’s Son into 
the world as a human being. Though this term doesn’t appear in the Bible, it is based upon clear references in the New Testament to 
Jesus as a person “in the flesh.” The Greek construction of the term “the Word” in the Gospel of John emphasizes that the Word had 
all the essence or attributes of the deity, i.e., Jesus the Messiah was fully God. Though in his incarnation Christ became fully man, He 
took only the outward appearance of sinful flesh, because he was completely without sin (Heb. 4:15). To know Jesus is to know God. 

Go
Read John 1:1-18
1. What descriptions (titles and terms) does John use to introduce the person of Jesus Christ?
2. What was John the Baptist’s role?
3. What does it mean when it says to “darkness”? To “light”?
4. What is significant about Christ being the source of light and life?
5. What important truth is expressed in John 1:14? What are the implications for your life?
6. Based on these verses, how would you answer someone who claimed Jesus was just a good man or a wise teacher?
7. Describe the time in your life when you “received” Christ, or believed in His name.
8. Which of your teammates, friends or family need to know the grace and truth that come only through Jesus Christ? Pray for 

them this week.

SportS in FocuS
John the Baptist’s role was to prepare the way for Jesus. He served as a witness who testified to the coming of Christ and proclaimed 
to the people to repent and be spared from a coming judgment. 

Each member of a team has a specific role assigned by their coach. No role is unimportant. In fact, I remember my college football coach 
(Tom Osborne) stating many times that even the reserve players had a critical role to play. The varsity starters need the scout team to 
provide the best possible imitation of the upcoming opponents offense or defense. 

Whatever your role is on your team, pursue it with all your heart (see Colossians 3:23). Make it your goal to fulfill your role for the 
glory of God.


