
SPORTS IN FOCUS
Christ’s Lessons and Parables
Luke 14:25-35 • Lesson Seven

READY
• When was the last time you got excited about someone else coming to faith in Christ? Why did it make you happy?
• What does it mean to you that God is your Father?

SET
Context of Luke 14
The idea here is to become a disciple of Jesus by coming to Him initially and following Him, which is to say coming after Him, that 
is sustaining that initial coming. This is an evangelistic text. This is Jesus calling people to come to Him and to follow after Him, 
thereby becoming His own disciples. That’s the thrust. It is an invitation for people to come to salvation.

Keys to Text 
Disciple: The Greek word is mathetes. It means a learner or a student. And typically, rabbis in Jewish culture moved around with a 
little bevy of following learners or students or disciple. The true gospel, the true call to follow Jesus is a call to self-denial. It’s not a 
call to self-fulfillment. It is not Christianity light. It is not a man-centered, self-loving, psychologically defined message. The gospel 
is a call to sinners to submit everything to Jesus Christ.

GO
Read Luke 14:25-35 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me and does 
not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 
is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, 
going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him 
who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for 
terms of peace. So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.
1. What stood out to you in these verses? What ideas or truths does Christ seem to be emphasizing here?
2. Summarize Jesus’ teaching on discipleship.

SPORTS IN FOCUS
Fennville High School Junior stand-out Wes Leonard collapsed and later died moments after making the game-winning shot last 
Thursday night. Doctors say an enlarged heart caused him to go into cardiac arrest. It was Leonard’s care and humble spirit, the 
Christian faith he strived to live out in everyday life, that made him different, Farrara said. “He did everything by just working 
hard,” he said. You tend to look at yourself and say, ‘Where am I going and what’s my life like?’ he said of the impact of Leonard’s 
story. “We try to honor him, but the best thing we can do is be better people, just like he strived to do.” While I’m glad Wes Leon-
ard’s basketball coach strives to honor his fallen player by encouraging his team to be better people. None of us should assume 
that all of his teammates, family or fans has either heard the gospel or responded positively to it. No matter how morally upright 
either Wes was or we strive to be, we can never earn salvation by “just working hard.” In fact, the Bible teaches just the opposite 
in Romans 3:23, “…all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment.” It’s only by God’s grace through faith in Christ that we can 
receive the free gift of salvation. 

 ZOOM!


