
SPORTS IN FOCUS
Christ’s Audience
Luke 9 • Lesson Five

READY
• Who would you say is the most devoted Christian you know? Describe this person. What practices or spiritual disciplines
 does he/she faithfully engage in?

SET
Context of Luke 9:51-62
Following his time in Galilee, Jesus began looking toward Jerusalem. Luke’s narrative becomes a travelogue of that long journey to 
the cross. This was a dramatic turning point in Christ’s ministry. From this point forward, Galilee was no longer His base of opera-
tion. We know from a comparison of the Gospels that during this period of Christ’s ministry, He made short visits to Jerusalem to 
celebrate feats. 

Keys to Text 
Samaritan village: Samaritans were particularly hostile to Jews who were on their way to observe religious festivals in Jerusalem. It 
was at least a three-day journey from Galilee to Jerusalem through Samaria, and the Samaritans refused overnight shelter for the 
pilgrims. Because of this resentment, Jews would often travel on the east side of the Jordan River to avoid them.

GO
Read Luke 9:51-62 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messen-
gers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him. But the people did not receive 
him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you 
want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But he turned and rebuked them. And they went 
on to another village. As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To 
another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead 
to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but 
let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit 
for the kingdom of God.” •  What stood out to you? Anything that doesn’t make sense? How does this apply to your life?

SPORTS IN FOCUS
“Kirby Puckett NEVER jogs to first base!” 20 years ago a father yelled this encouragement to his chubby, baseball-loving son on a 
baked, dirt infield at Elliot Park near downtown Minneapolis. That chubby kid never forgot that piece of advice. That’s the advice 
that Pastor John PIper’s son received growing up in the Piper home. Piper’s son went on to write “What matters to me now, that nei-
ther my dad nor I could have known then, is that this advice still rings in my ears. It has morphed from a simple encouragement to 
run hard into an encouragement to parent just as hard. My dad was parenting hard on that summer day at the park, and it matters 
to me 20 years later. In this same way I want my parenting to resonate with my girls in the decades to come.” Here in Luke 9, Jesus 
wants his followers to also be impacted by His words, “Follow me.” Does Jesus’ advice also ring in your ears? What does it mean to 
follow Jesus? What are some barriers to following Jesus in your life? 

 ZOOM!


