
SPORTS IN FOCUS
Christ’s Enemies
Luke 20:1-8 • Lesson Ten

READY
•  Some Christians seem to think that believing in Jesus should shield them from hard times and trouble. They act surprised when 
trials or hard times come. Where do you think this notion comes from? Have you been persecuted for your faith? When? 

SET
Context of Luke 20
Christ encountered growing opposition from Israel’s leaders. In the final week of his earthly life, the Son of Man faced their all-out 
hostility. Luke 20 and 21 record the events that happened on Tuesday of Christ’s “Passion Week.” Jesus clashed with the hate-filled 
religious leaders who questioned His authority. 

Keys to Text 
Christ: Many speak of Jesus Christ without realizing that the title Christ is actually a confession of faith. From the Greek term 
Christos, it literally means “the Anointed One,” The term Messiah, the Hebrew equivalent for Christ, was used in the Old Testament 
to refer to prophets, priests, and kings, in the sense that all of them were anointed with oil. This anointing symbolized a consecration 
for ministry by God. Jesus Christ as the Anointed One, would be the ultimate Prophet, Priest, and King.

GO
Read Luke 20:1-8
One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the 
elders came up and said to him, “Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority.” He 
answered them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, was the baptism of John from heaven or from man?” And they dis
cussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ 
all the people will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” So they answered that they did not know 
where it came from. And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

1. What stood out to you in this passage?
2. Have you ever been questioned about authority that was rightfully yours? When? Why? How did you react?

SPORTS IN FOCUS
The Detroit Lions sacked Tim Tebow seven times and turned his two turnovers into touchdowns as they snapped a two-game skid 
with a 45-10 victory over the Denver Broncos. Lions linebacker Stephen Tulloch celebrated his sack of Bronco Quarterback Tim 
Tebow by joining the “Tebowing” craze, striking a prayerful pose near the prone second-year quarterback in the first half. It was 
bad enough that the Lions sacked Tebow seven times and beat them 45-10, but Tulloch seemed to add insult to injury when he 
seemingly mocked Tebow’s faith. Tulloch said. “It was a little fun, man. No disrespect to Tebow. I was just doing a little ‘Tebowing.’ 
Hopefully, he wasn’t trying to show disrespect toward the Lord, but there is little doubt that he was mocking Tebow for praying. Few 
Christian athletes have been as attacked in the media in recent years as Tim Tebow. While some of the critics focus on his flaws 
on the field others choose to focus on his faith. However, Tebow has continued to respond with grace and humility. Following being 
sacked and mocked by Tulloch, Tebowed tweeted, “Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider 
what great things he has done for you.” 1 Samuel 12:24

 ZOOM!


